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Background

Internally displaced persons are among the civilians most acutely affected by contemporary
armed conflicts. Increasingly fragmented, urban and protracted, many armed conflicts today are
characterized by severe violations of international humanitarian law. Such violations, including
forced displacement, indiscriminate attacks against civilians, destruction of civilian
infrastructure, conflict-related sexual violence and unlawful obstruction of humanitarian relief
remain widespread despite clear prohibitions under international law. The erosion of respect for
these legal norms not only triggers initial displacement and drives further exposure to violence,
but also contributes to repeated or protracted cycles of displacement, deepening civilian harm
and undermining prospects for recovery and durable solutions.

IDPs remain primarily dependent on their own States for protection, yet in many situations State
authorities—or non-state armed groups operating beyond their control—are themselves
perpetrators of displacement and IHL violations, while also holding pivotal roles in the search for
pathways to peace and durable solutions. This reality underscores the need for strengthened
compliance, accountability, and operational guidance to ensure that legal protections are
meaningfully implemented. Examples of such protective actions, including by States, non-state
armed groups, international organizations, civil society and IDPs themselves, remain an
important source of comparative learning and practice.



https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-internally-displaced-persons
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-internally-displaced-persons
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fungeneva-vc.webex.com%2Fungeneva-vc%2Fj.php%3FMTID%3Dme9e54525074de064aad18e37e839be56&data=05%7C02%7Cshushan.khachyan%40un.org%7Cac53b74417c940d51f0008decb8feb26%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C639172016151390644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SoixGZk%2Fq2Cxx81s6JK9HpzXpkaKIN9C2ClVlF07IQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fungeneva-vc.webex.com%2Fungeneva-vc%2Fj.php%3FMTID%3Dme9e54525074de064aad18e37e839be56&data=05%7C02%7Cshushan.khachyan%40un.org%7Cac53b74417c940d51f0008decb8feb26%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C639172016151390644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SoixGZk%2Fq2Cxx81s6JK9HpzXpkaKIN9C2ClVlF07IQQ%3D&reserved=0

The report of the UN Special Rapporteur to the 62nd session of the Human Rights Council seeks
to understand the impact of these challenges on IDPs by examining recurring patterns of
violations and identifying protection gaps, while also proposing legal, policy, and operational
measures to reinforce civilian protection, prevent (recurrent) displacement, and support durable
solutions.

Description of the Event

The side event will bring together representatives of Member States, International Organizations,
Civil Society Organizations and other stakeholders to discuss challenges and opportunities for
the protection of human rights of people internally displaced and respect for international
humanitarian law. The discussion will consider examples from different regions, highlight
effective practices, and share recommendations from the Special Rapporteur’s report.

Agenda

Side Event: International Humanitarian Law challenges affecting Internally displaced
persons

3 min. Welcome and overview

Moderator: Mr. Josep Herreros, Global Protection Cluster Coordinator

3 min. Opening remarks

H.E. Mr. Alexander Kmentt, Permanent Representative of Austria to the

United Nations Office in Geneva

Keynote address

Presentation by Ms. Paula Gaviria Betancur

UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons

Panelists:

- H.E. Mr. Yevhenii Tsymbaliuk, Permanent Representative of Ukraine

to the United Nations Office in Geneva
H.E. Mr. Gustavo Gallon, Permanent Representative of Colombia to
the United Nations Office in Geneva (tbc)
Mx. Joyseph Sseruwagi (Uganda), member of the Global IDP Advisory
Group
Mr. Mouyad Al-Ekhwan (Syria), member of the Global IDP Advisory
Group
Ms. Lindsey Cameron, ICRC Head of the Unit of Thematic Legal
Advisers
Ms. Scarlett Hawkins, Protection Cluster Co-Coordinator, South
Sudan

Q&A
Closing remarks by the UN Special Rapporteur

Please register for the event using the following link or the QR code below.

For any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at: hrc-sr-idp@un.org.

We very much look forward to your participation and engagement!

OHCHR Secretariat of the Mandate of the Special Rapporteur



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccBAQ_lVOBhBOiBwHpTxuuztUMVgzTU4wOUVBNElQQlFVRjNCM1M4TE1ZRy4u
mailto:hrc-sr-idp@un.org

