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Most humanitarian crises are protection crises, even if not acknowledged as such. Violations
of international law and patterns of abuse, violence, coercion, deliberate deprivation,
exploitation, and exclusion are often the drivers of other humanitarian needs or further
exacerbate them. A lack of consideration for protection in emergency interventions is
detrimental to the entire humanitarian response and, ultimately, affected populations.

Protection saves lives and protects dignity. It remedies, mitigates and prevents direct loss
of life and harm. It enhances conditions that ensure the physical, material and legal safety of
people experiencing or at risk of abuse, violence and exploitation, protects dignity and avoids
long-term harmful impact on communities. People-centred protection care, services and
referrals, community-based protection, and other protection interventions provide essential
lifelines for populations at risk in emergency settings. This is recognized by the UN Central
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and its life-saving criteria.

Protection from violence is a cornerstone of humanitarian action. It is an enabler of
effective humanitarian action, critical to prevent and reduce other humanitarian needs, as
recognized by the Inter-Agency Standing Committee and the CERF. Protection actors play a
critical role in supporting other sectors’ life-saving efforts to deliver food, healthcare or safe
shelter. They lead essential risk monitoring and analysis work and engage in humanitarian
negotiations and advocacy with a wide range of actors, as well as humanitarian mine action, to
enhance access to conflict zones or besieged communities, enable safe passage for civilians or
acceptance of humanitarian assistance, and ensuring that those most in need are reached and
no left behind.

While efforts to address protection risks directly contribute to immediate, life-saving
humanitarian response, they are crucial in enhancing access to rights, self-reliance,
resilience, social cohesion and lasting solutions.

Protection is essential for achieving durable solutions for internally displaced persons.
Durable solutions can only be sustainable if protection concerns are identified and addressed
from the onset of displacement, including by ensuring access to legal documentation, Housing,
Land and Property (HLP) rights and justice mechanisms. Protection-led approaches facilitate
safe, voluntary, and dignified return, local integration, or resettlement, ensuring that IDPs are not
left in protracted displacement and can rebuild their lives.

Note: A more detailed version of this document for Protection Clusters and partners is available on the GPC website


https://cerf.un.org/sites/default/files/resources/CERF%20Life-Saving%20Criteria%202020_1.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-protection-priority-global-protection-cluster/iasc-policy-protection-humanitarian-action-2016#:~:text=This%20policy%20defines%20the%20centrality%20of%20protection%20in,roles%2C%20mandates%2C%20and%20expertise%20of%20all%20relevant%20actors.
https://globalprotectioncluster.org/index.php/themes/humanitarianaction

