
 

Aide Memoire: Protec.on Principles Related to IDP Durable Solu.ons including Returns to Areas of Origin or 
Habitual Residence 

 
This Aide Memoire has been prepared with the goal of ensuring clarity regarding the technical protec9on 
principles governing the return of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to areas of origin or habitual residence, to 
assist response actors in mainstreaming protec9on in all aspects of the response.  The Guiding Principles on 
Internal Displacement1 provide an authorita9ve and comprehensive overview of the protec9on standards 
relevant to all aspects of internal displacement, and the principles outlined below are drawn from and reflec9ve 
of that document.  Solu9ons to displacement that are achieved in accordance with the principles outlined below 
are more likely to be genuinely sustainable and mi9gate protec9on risks linked to premature returns, including 
con9nued exposure of civilian popula9ons to direct impacts of conflict, ongoing popula9on movement and 
exclusion of marginalized popula9ons. 
 
Right to Durable Solu.ons to Displacement: Displacement should last no longer than required by the 
circumstances before a durable solu9on is achieved.  Durable solu9ons include return to areas of origin or 
habitual residence, sustainable local integra9on in the loca9on of displacement and sustainable seIlement and 
integra9on in another part of the country.  The priori9za9on and pursuit of any specific durable solu9on should 
be determined by the circumstances and preferences of IDPs themselves. 
 

Role of Competent Authori.es: The primary duty to establish condi9ons, and provide the means, that enable 
IDPs to return voluntarily, in safety and with dignity, to their areas of origin or habitual residence – or to reseIle 
elsewhere in the country – lies with the state.  Na9onal and local authori9es’ principled leadership and 
ownership of return processes is key to their effec9veness and ideally provides a framework through which 
complementary support can be provided by humanitarian and development actors. 
 

Engagement of IDPs in Durable Solu.ons Planning: IDPs should fully par9cipate in the planning and 
management of durable solu9ons, including returns.  Par9cipa9on includes the ability for community selected 
individuals from a displaced popula9on to safely visit areas of poten9al return and report back to their 
community regarding condi9ons there.  Considera9on should be given to ensuring the mainstreaming of age, 
gender and diversity (AGDM) considera9ons in all measures designed to support par9cipa9on of people with 
specific needs in durable solu9ons planning processes.  This includes targeted support for par9cipa9on of older 
people, people living with disabili9es, female-headed households, and unaccompanied and separated children. 
 

Voluntariness: The principle of voluntariness requires both that decisions related to return are made in the 
absence of any physical, psychological or material pressure, and that those decisions are informed by relevant 
and accurate informa9on.  Whatever form it takes, pressure is present when there is deliberate crea9on of a 
push or pull factor with the aim of influencing IDPs’ decision making.  For IDPs’ decision making around return 
to be fully informed it should ideally be tailored to the individual circumstances of the decision maker; however, 
IDPs retain the right to decide to return even in cases where such informa9on is not available.  
 

Safety: The principle of safety encompasses physical, material and legal aspects.   
• Physical safety refers to protec9on from armed aIacks, as well as other safety hazards including explosive 

ordnance, and measures to re-opera9onalize police and judicial ins9tu9ons.   
• Material safety refers to access to reliable means of subsistence through re-establishment of livelihoods 

and incorporates the humanitarian and development assistance that may be provided to promote the re-
establishment of livelihoods or bridge the gap un9l re-establishment of livelihoods is achieved, as well as 
non-discriminatory access to basic services.   

• Legal safety refers to credible assurances of non-discrimina9on, freedom from fear of persecu9on or 
punishment upon return and the existence of mechanisms to address human rights abuses.   

 

Dignity: The principle of dignity incorporates requirements that IDP return be uncondi9onal, that the return 
process does not entail separa9on of household members from one another or any element of harassment or 
disrespecVul treatment, and that IDPs’ human and civil rights, and HLP rights are restored to them. 
 

Humanitarian Access: To assist IDPs engaged in return, relevant authori9es should ensure rapid and unimpeded 
access to return areas. 

 
1 h#ps://www.unhcr.org/media/guiding-principles-internal-displacement. 
 


