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Protection Snapshot

Syria continues to present a protection crisis, albeit an increasingly
protracted one. Ongoing conflict impacts, rights restrictions and
violations including on freedom of movement in some parts of Syria,
the deteriorating socio-economic environment and tenuous rule of law
all give rise to a myriad of protection risks. Over 7m Syrians remain
internally displaced, over 2m of them residing in camps, while over 15m
persons need protection interventions in the country as a whole.
Protection risk analysis involving sector partners across Syria have
identified the following as some of the main protection risks in 2024
year-to-date:

e Attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure, IHL and HR violations
(including enforced disappearances, detentions and kidnapping)

o Widespread presence of explosive remnants of war (ERW) including
unexploded ordnances (UXOs), landmines, and improvised explosive
devices (IEDs)

e Forced and protracted displacement as well as limitations to
freedom of movement especially for women and girls

® Grave violations against children including child recruitment and
use. Child and forced marriage and child labour are commonplace

e Loss of civil documentation, impediments and/or restriction of
access to legal identity, legal remedies and justice

o Gender-based violence in all its forms

e Housing, Land and Property issues (forced evictions, land
confiscations, HLP documentation, inheritance, compensation etc.)

e Psychological harm, emotional abuse and trauma, including due to
family separation, natural disasters and other shocks

Gaps and Challenges

e Funding cuts - implications on downsizing of programs, coordination
of activities on WoS and Hub-levels, and closing of specialised service
points (including community centres, women and girls’ safe spaces,
child-friendly spaces, physical rehabilitation centers, etc.) and
distribution points, despite an increase in need.

® Gaps in specialized services and humanitarian partners with
technical capacities that include: PSNs, PWDs, shelter and safe
houses, CMR and legal services, EO clearance and disposal, physical
rehabilitation of EO survivors, children-at-risk, case management,
MHPSS.

e Limited economic/livelihood opportunities especially for women
and girls at risk and GBV survivors. Security threats on GBV staff and
partners in some areas.

e Complex and highly sensitive operational environment, including
various access constraints, that requires investment of resources
and time in order to advance protection outcomes.
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Achievements

o 1.37 million people were reached through various protection
interventions in 2,369 communities and 242 sub-districts (89 per
cent of sub-districts in Syria), of which more than 47,500 people
living with disabilities were assisted.

e Child Protection prevention and response services were provided
to 184,928 girls, boys and parents/caregivers in 1,009
communities in 193 sub-districts. Over 5,379 field staff were
trained in child protection, case management, MHPSS and
Information Management.

® 70,291 people received legal counseling or assistance including
on civil status documentation or housing land and property
issues.

e 601,911 women, girls, boys and men were reached through GBV
programming. 152,266 GBV response services were provided in
781 communities in 202 sub-districts. Over 4,600 staff have been
trainedon GBV case management, risk  mitigation,
empowerment, among other topics.

e 422,630 Syrians were provided services by Mine Action AoR
partners, including explosive ordnance risk education (EORE),
localised non-technical and technical surveys to determine levels
of EO contamination, EO clearance and destruction, and victim
assistance including physical rehabilitation, prosthetics and
assistive devices, psychosocial support, inclusion services, etc

Upcoming Events

®  Protection Sector Retreat (4-6 Nov)
e  WoS MA AoR partner retreat (6-7 Nov)

Contacts

For further information, please reach out to:

Coordinator: Gavin Lim (limg@unhcr.org)

Co-coordinator: Samira-Tika Bavand (samira.bavand@rescue.org)

CP AoR coordinator: Danee Luhar (Idanee@unicef.org)

GBV AoR coordinator: Fulvia Bonardi (boniardi@unfpa.org)

MA AoR co-coordinator: Aida Burnett-Cargill (a.burnett-cargill@hi.org)
Information Management: Sardar Wardak (wardak@unhcr.org)
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