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Reparations and Transitional Justice
ÅOver 100 countries have provided some form of reparations

ÅReparations can take the form of compensation, rehabilitation, memorials, apologies, 
restitution of land and rights, commitments to not repeat violations and institutional 
reform 

ÅReparations to recognise victimsô harm, accountability, reconciliation



ñ

ò

reparation must, as far 

as possible, wipe-out all 

the consequences of the 

illegal act and re-

establish the situation 

which would, in all 

probability, have existed 

if that act had not been 

committed 

Chorzow Factory 

case (1925)

Purpose of 

Reparations

Peace Palace, The Hague



Reparations and 
International 
Law

ÅRight to remedy in most human 
rights conventions

ÅReparations as a core component 
of international law

ÅUN Basic Principles on the Right to 
Remedy and Reparations for Gross 
Violations of Human Rights and 
Serious Breach of International 
Humanitarian Law

ÅReparations through administrative, 
judicial or mixed bodies to large 
victim populations


