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Key takeaways: content

No one-size-fits-all: States’ legal and policy responses have 
been articulated differently (content, format, scope) 
reflecting context, particularities of displacement situation, 
political opportunities.

Options:
○ Stand-alone displacement-specific instruments; 
○ Amendment or alteration of existing laws and 

sectoral regulations
○ Combination of the two approaches often 

necessary, hence importance of comprehensive 
legal and policy reviews of national legislation 
relating to the protection of IDPs 



Key takeaways: process

○ Importance of participatory processes to:
■ Create awareness & common understanding
■ Build national ownership
■ Agree on roles, responsibilities, priorities

       Evidence from regional/country analysis shows:

○ Bottom-up approaches: from local to national (e.g. 
Somalia, Honduras, Mexico, Philippines)

○ A policy to law approach: e.g. Kenya, Somalia, Nigeria

○ Often long time passes between development of a 
draft instrument and its final adoption → Importance 
of sustained legislative advocacy!



Global Trends
As of October 2022, 

• 29 Laws

• 22 Policies

• 62 Strategies/Action 
plans 

• In total, 113 
IDP-specific 
instruments adopted 
across 46 countries  

• At least 17 ongoing 
national IDP-specific 
normative processes 
worldwide



Regional trends

• Africa: (33 out of 55 AU Member 
States ratified the Kampala 
Convention)
– 2 laws
– 10 national policies 
– 17 strategies/action plans

• Americas:
– 8 laws (4 at the national level 

and 4 at the sub-national 
level)

– 1 national policy
– 9 strategies/action plans

• Pacific:
– 2 national policies 

• Europe:
– 17 laws
– 26 strategies/action plans

• Middle East:
– 2 national policies
– 1 strategy/action plan

• Asia:
– 2 laws
– 7 policies (6 at the national 

level and 1 at the sub-national 
level)

– 9 strategies/action plans



By cause of displacement

Out of the 34 IDP-specific instruments addressing both 
conflict and disaster displacement, 

more than half (18) were developed in Africa



Instruments addressing disasters

Increasing recognition of importance of addressing causes of 
displacement other than conflict (5 instruments exclusively on 

disaster displacement between 2015 and 2020)



By phase of displacement



Focus on returns?



By population group



Governance Structures 
for internal displacement

Issue in focus: The role of local governments 



Thanks! 


